ELIDE worksheet: blackout poetry

Ulysses

by Alfred, Lord Tennyson (poem, public domain)

It little profits that an idle king,

By this still hearth, among these barren crags,
Match'd with an aged wife, | mete and dole
Unequal laws unto a savage race,

That hoard, and sleep, and feed, and know not me.
| cannot rest from travel: | will drink
Lifetothelees: al times| have enjoy'd
Greatly, have suffer'd greatly, both with those
That loved me, and alone; on shore, and when
Thro' scudding drifts the rainy Hyades

Vext the dim sea: | am become a name;

For always roaming with a hungry heart

Much have | seen and known; cities of men
And manners, climates, councils, governments,
Myself not least, but honour'd of them all;
And drunk delight of battle with my peers,

Far on theringing plains of windy Troy.

| am apart of al that | have met;

Yet al experience is an arch wherethro'
Gleams that untravell'd world, whose margin fades
For ever and for ever when | move.

How dull it isto pause, to make an end,

To rust unburnish'd, not to shinein use!
Astho' to breathe were life. Life piled on life
Were dll too little, and of oneto me

Little remains: but every hour is saved

From that eterna silence, something more,

A bringer of new things; and vileit were

For some three suns to store and hoard myself,
And this gray spirit yearning in desire

To follow knowledge, like asinking star,
Beyond the utmost bound of human thought.
Thisis my son, mine own Telemachus,
Towhom | leave the sceptre and theisle--
Well-loved of me, discerning to fulfil

This...

Source: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/8601

Prompts

1. Keep only the nouns. What pictureisleft?

2. Keep only the words that feel like a feeling. What mood does the page have?

3. Black out everything except one sentence. Read it aloud. Does it still make sense?
4. Keep exactly fourteen words. Make a sonnet-shaped poem.

5. Black out every word that appearsin thefirst line. What survives?

Your poem




