ELIDE worksheet: blackout poetry

The Great Gatsby

by F. Scott Fitzgerald (novel opening, public domain)

In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice that 1've been turning over in my mind ever since.

"Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone," he told me, "just remember that all the people in thisworld haven't had the advantages
that you've had."

He didn't say any more, but we've always been unusually communicative in areserved way, and | understood that he meant a great
deal more than that. In consequence, I'm inclined to reserve all judgements, a habit that has opened up many curious natures to me
and aso made me the victim of not afew veteran bores. The abnormal mind is quick to detect and attach itself to this quality when it
appearsin anormal person, and so it came about that in college | was unjustly accused of being a politician, because | was privy to
the secret griefs of wild, unknown men. Most of the confidences were unsought--frequently | have feigned sleep, preoccupation, or a
hostile levity when | realized by some unmistakable sign that an intimate revelation was quivering on the horizon; for the intimate
revelations of young men, or at least the termsin which they express them, are usually plagiaristic and marred by obvious
suppressions. Reserving judgementsis a matter of infinite hope. | am still alittle afraid of missing something if | forget that, as my
father snobbishly suggested, and | snobbishly repeat, a sense of the fundamental decenciesis parcelled out unequally at birth.

Source: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/64317

Prompts

1. Keep only the nouns. What picture isleft?

2. Keep only the words that feel like afeeling. What mood does the page have?

3. Black out everything except one sentence. Read it aloud. Doesiit still make sense?
4. Keep exactly fourteen words. Make a sonnet-shaped poem.

5. Black out every word that appearsin the first line. What survives?

Your poem




