ELIDE worksheet: blackout poetry

Sonnet 116

by William Shakespeare (sonnet, public domain)

L et me not to the marriage of true minds

Admit impediments. Loveis not love

Which alters when it alteration finds,

Or bends with the remover to remove:

O, no! it is an ever-fixed mark,

That looks on tempests and is never shaken,;

It isthe star to every wandering bark,

Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken.
Love'snot Time'sfool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickl€e's compass come;

Love aters not with his brief hours and weeks,

But bearsit out even to the edge of doom.

If this be error and upon me prov'd,

| never writ, nor no man ever lov'd.

Source: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1041

Prompts

1. Keep only the nouns. What picture isleft?

2. Keep only the words that feel like afeeling. What mood does the page have?

3. Black out everything except one sentence. Read it aloud. Doesiit still make sense?
4. Keep exactly fourteen words. Make a sonnet-shaped poem.

5. Black out every word that appearsin the first line. What survives?

Your poem




