ELIDE worksheet: blackout poetry

I'm Nobody! Who areyou?

by Emily Dickinson (poem, public domain)

I'm nobody! Who are you?

Are you nobody, too?

Then there 'sapair of us-- don't tell!
They 'd banish us, you know.

How dreary to be somebody!

How public, like afrog

To tell your name the livelong day
To an admiring bog!

Source: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/12242

Prompts
1. Keep only the nouns. What pictureis left?

2. Keep only the words that feel like afeeling. What mood does the page have?

3. Black out everything except one sentence. Read it aloud. Does it still make sense?
4. Keep exactly fourteen words. Make a sonnet-shaped poem.

5. Black out every word that appearsin the first line. What survives?

Your poem




