ELIDE worksheet: blackout poetry

| wandered lonely asa cloud

by William Wordsworth (poem, public domain)

| wandered lonely as a cloud

That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once | saw acrowd,

A host, of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine
And twinkle on the milky way,

They stretched in never-ending line
Along the margin of abay:

Ten thousand saw | at aglance,
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling wavesin glee:

A poet could not but be gay,

In such ajocund company:

| gazed--and gazed--but little thought
What wealth the show to me had brought:

For oft, when on my couch | lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye
Which isthe bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.

Source: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/12383

Prompts

1. Keep only the nouns. What pictureisleft?

2. Keep only the words that feel like afeeling. What mood does the page have?

3. Black out everything except one sentence. Read it aloud. Does it still make sense?
4. Keep exactly fourteen words. Make a sonnet-shaped poem.

5. Black out every word that appearsin thefirst line. What survives?

Your poem




