ELIDE worksheet: blackout poetry

Aedh Wishesfor the Cloths of Heaven

by W. B. Y eats (poem, public domain)

Had | the heavens embroidered cloths,
Enwrought with golden and silver light,

The blue and the dim and the dark cloths

Of night and light and the half light,

| would spread the cloths under your feet:

But |, being poor, have only my dreams,

| have spread my dreams under your feet;
Tread softly because you tread on my dreams.

Source: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/32233

Prompts
1. Keep only the nouns. What picture is left?

2. Keep only the words that feel like a feeling. What mood does the page have?
3. Black out everything except one sentence. Read it aloud. Does it still make sense?

4, Keep exactly fourteen words. Make a sonnet-shaped poem.
5. Black out every word that appearsin the first line. What survives?

Your poem




