ELIDE worksheet: blackout poetry

Because | could not stop for Death

by Emily Dickinson (poem, public domain)

Because | could not stop for Death,
He kindly stopped for me;

The carriage held but just ourselves
And Immortality.

We slowly drove, he knew no haste,
And | had put away

My labor, and my leisure too,

For hiscivility.

We passed the school where children played,
Their lessons scarcely done;

We passed the fields of gazing grain,

We passed the setting sun.

We paused before a house that seemed
A swelling of the ground;

The roof was scarcely visible,

The cornice but a mound.

Since then 't is centuries; but each
Feels shorter than the day

| first surmised the horses' heads
Were toward eternity.

Source: https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/12242

Prom pts

1. Keep only the nouns. What pictureisleft?

2. Keep only the words that feel like a feeling. What mood does the page have?

3. Black out everything except one sentence. Read it aloud. Does it still make sense?
4. Keep exactly fourteen words. Make a sonnet-shaped poem.

5. Black out every word that appearsin thefirst line. What survives?

Your poem




